The incisors and canine teeth are small and curiously spaced in both upper and lower jaws, and there is a delicate, fan-shaped striation of the nails of the fingers. There is also partial webbing of some of the fingers and toes. On the left hand, a web reaches up to the second digits, between the middle and ring fingers, and in the right hand there is partial webbing on the same fingers. The same partial webbing is also present between the second, third and fourth toes of both feet. The whole skin is dry, with a mild keratosis pilaris, affecting especially the face, neck and ankles.
If monilethrix' is a condition due to a congenital developmental abnormality of an epiblastic structure, such as the hair, it might be expected that there would be abnormalities of other epidermal appendages such as nails and teeth. But after an examination of the records of the numerous cases of monilethrix, already published, I have not come across one in which any such other abnormalities have been described. Beatty and Scott published a list of all previously reported cases in the British Joutrnal of Dermatology for 1892, and in the Joaurnal of Cutaneous Disease for 1898 Gilchrist published a similar list. In neither of these communications, however, is there any note of the state of the nails and teeth.
The condition tends to be inherited through the same sex, which is unusual, as sons generally inherit characteristics from their mother, and daughters from their father. I recently had a case of psoriasis in a girl. The father suffered from psoriasis, and of the six children, boys and girls alternately, all the daughters were affected with psoriasis, but none of the sons.
The monileform hair has been described as due to periodical, interrupted development or disturbance of nutrition during the growth of the hair, the nodes which are pigmented representing normal growth, and the internodes representing arrested growth.
Di8cussion.-The PRESIDENT said he did not think this was a case of monilethrix, nor did he consider the hairs to be truly monileform. He regarded the case as belonging to the type which had been described under the heading of " ichthyosis follicularis," in which an ichthyotic condition at the mouths of the follicles prevented the hair from growing properly. The ichthyosis and webbing of the fingers pointed to a congenital defect.
Dr. PARKES WEBER asked whether there was any abnormality about the sweat-glands in this case, as such a condition was a characteristic of some of the cases of so-called combined ectodermal abnormality. The condition in the present patient he regarded as a constitutional abnormality of development and probably related to the cases with more or less aplasia or hypoplasia of finger nails, and sometimes aplasia of the teeth.
Dr. SIBLEY (in reply) said that he was not aware of any abnormality of the sweat-glands.
The laboratory report he had received stated that some of the hairs presented a monileforni appearance.
1 The spelling adopted by Crocker for the name of this disease is " Monilithrix "; most of the other auithorities make the third vowel " e," namely " Monilethrix.." Dermatitis Repens.-KNOWSLEY SIBLEY, M.D.-Patient, a woman, aged 75, for twelve months has had a very painful and slowly progressive oval superficial ulceration on the outer side of the upper part of her right leg. The ulcer measures some seven inches in its long diameter and four inches across, and there is a marked undermining of the epithelium all round the margin. The ulcer is discharging freely, and is very resistant to ordinary antiseptic treatments. Fungus has not been found under the microscoDe.
